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not from the sale of his published work. Elizabethan pre-
judice had made it difficult for a gentleman to publish, and a
taint still attached to professionalism in letters. Publication,
therefore, was almost always under cover of a fiction or with
an apology, the circulation and preservation of pieces being
usually accomplished by manuscript. The poems, sent in
compliment, or exchanged in rivalry, or written and passed
around merely for amusement, were collected on all sides into
commonplace books; and the remarkable numbers of these
private anthologies which still exist bear witness to the part
which poetry played in contemporary life.

This complimentary and by nature esoteric condition of
poetry exactly fitted the temper of a Carew, a Waller, a
Herrick. Poets like Waller and Carew are almost systematic
in celebration. To others the obligation gives a flavour of
reality, a valuable link with the life around them. Yet from
the inevitable prosaic or conventional restrictions of their
themes all can escape, in a manner that is often at once
ingenious and sublime.

II

*\

, Edward Lord Herbert of Cherbury, who was bora in 1583
and died in 1648, is part Elizabethan, part Cavalier; and this
is suggestive of a complex and not wholly consistent nature.
Amongst his posthumously published verses are to be found
sonnets, madrigals, and satires which are distinctly in the
Elizabethan manner, mingled with philosophical inquiries,
meditations upon death, echo-poems, and Ipj-cs of love which
bear the impress of a later generation. CRie loftiness and
rarity of his mind create a sheer intellectual poetry, which,
whilst it has affinities in art with that of Herrick and Carew,
in its essential content links backward with the Amoretti and
Four Hymvis of Spenser and forward with much of the poetry
of Rossetti.)

Herbertxwas early a student, but growing desirous of seeing
the world he set out for Paris in 1608, and until 1619, when he
was appointed ambassador there, spent much of his time
travelling, soldiering, and learning fashionable accomplish-
ments. Of his life until 1624 we possess an interesting if
not always accurate record in the Autobiography. He finally
returned to England in 1624, and was raised to the peerage;